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I, Ha w&M has mm *twt*d It* mmmmk *cr***hle to ***»Spif th« wmny 
ailitary a»A scientific installation* along it* Arctic coast which 
*r<t »f such strategic importance to the Soviet* vis-a-vi* the d.S. 
A. Over the next month and m half, msm». 400 vessels are mqpm&te4 
to enter t*o Arctic coastal waters fro* fcotfc east asd w»t 
A* order to save aver a »iilion too* before the Ice free*#* 
over completely i® uctofcer. 

a. me isstsllatioas which depend mt the sseeess of this opera - 

tic® iaclade & osajor airfield* with mavsys of h,«#0 feet ©x 

over which are often maw* Ay JLEAF Jet sediia* and heavy hotefeexs, 

25X1 

and owe rows otter **pport field*. 


C. Perhaps just a*. i®por taut are *onse iiS afttorolofiaii or other 
scientific station* and the acre titit 7& air defense .radar 
site* hetween tJie seeing Strait* aad the White Sat. which pro- 
vide complete radar ©overage of the all* approach ever the 
USSR** arctic coa»t. 

II. rtla opera tioa is carried, oat toy the Chief Mrectorat* of the 
norther® Sea heate, new ia the Wisistvy of the Merehaat Fleet, 
which ha® heea responsible for developing the eat ire tra®»- 
Arctic reate fro® 2fovmya geslya to the Wring Strait* {mm siles) 
slace 1 * 32 . , 
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k. USSR has be«D trying to neater thin route since turn of tfct 
century ^first successful trtasit in i®32 . 

1, Principle obstacle* have Seen Arctic ice, barrens©#® of 

coastal aseas, relative absence of good natural harbors, 

teals t ion frees attisr transport links, heavy fogs and, in 

/"e <*£»;*/* /aujs o ? i f 

#mm areas, tempera torse as her aw acinus 4© and S# F * * tv ' i ' 7? * 
h>fk% 

and “not smelt above freesing. ~ -v 

2. j$r«3* labor force bad to fee taper ted. 

3* USSR aertk of 60 *, which includes terras area nerved by 

Northern Sea Bouts, coapriees 40% of USSR land aaes, bat ban 
only 2% of population sad contributes only 4% of satioa*e 
total production. 


3. operation San been given increasing priority, particularly an 
tit# northern areas have becee*# of greater nig»ifi«aae« to the 
defense of the iihdR. 

1.. Mo# involves vast complex of island and coastal stations, 
consamicatloas, aircraft, and ice breakers — all needed 
to support tit# woveaent of cargo vessels in the hazardous 


C. 


passage. 


Arctic rente also used to transfer naval craft free the vest 


to Soviet Pacific fleet. 

1. 3iace 19&4, i&i naval eeajtt, including 41 long range ends 
and about half of the najor ships non la the Pacific have 
been transferred by this route. 

2 . It is risky, however, and scoetises whole convoys get iced 
in. In 1*86, seventeen naval veaseia sere forced to 


winter in the area, last year, nose of the aevai craft 
sad#' it all the way through and were forced to turn each. 
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III. Principal atari ilia© uee of Northern So* Soot# is «» supply root© 
tut# the Arctic rather th*a a# through «eaM»«J*l passage. 

A. Kxcept for uni craft toeing transferred to Soviet Pacific 
gleet, ships. rarely ati« tie vfeelv traaelt unless ice condi- 
tions toloek refer# to pert of origin. 

H. Herastly, vessels treat both east and west penetrate so further 
than Tihai is the central sector* 

C* ibis aonol pattern, however, is adjusted according to ice 
conditions is the YllAitskiy and Sosas Straits Capes 4$ days 
as# m days respectively Coring average season)* fttese are 
tbe preplan areas for the route and normally beceoe cowpletely 
impassable by sid-Octofcer. 

0. Morttwrs Sea Route operations got off to early start this 
year Ant have encountered difficult lea* 

1. la the east, the first two convoys transited. longs Strait 
asd on 22 Jane — earlier titan uaual— arrived at Pevefc with 
digit priority cargo Coons suspicion of association with 
mss 11s program). Two store convoys salting to go through 1 



creased throe fold over the past six years sad warn is veil over 
1,90^,300 toss. 
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A. In addition to carrying in to Arctic are* — most of 

4wtl nod for military or military -associated installa- 
tions* vessels on atorthora Sea Iwt* aloe carry out timber, 
coal, and ora (primarily tia and bauxite) . 

1. la addition to Soviet vesaola* some 30-40 eastern vessel® 
are chartered to carry timber for assort. 

»* Soviets plan to i eng then t be shipping season, to six months and 
to almost double the cargo bandied to 2.4 million tons by IMS. 

1. The a tomic -powered icebreaker Lenin is espected to see 
service in the route next year. 

2, fbe ice-breaker fleet baa been modernised and expanded by 

25X1 

the import of sine icebreakers from Fi aland and SOI land. 


?. Operation* of the Sortbern Sea Stout# are increasingly supplemented 
by uee of the great norm- fleeing Siberian rivers and aircraft of 
the Soviet Polar Aviation fleet. 

A. me rivers become ice-free sooner than the northern Sea Scute 
•»d supplies delivered by the trans-Siberian railroad to river 
ports cam be floated 4mm rivers as the ice breaks up, arriv- 
ing at the south ready for coastvlae delivery will before 
larger ships cam get through the Arctic Straits* 

I 25X1 
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. «kas t**e route becnae* Im-ImM ta October, only aircraft 
ais<s overland tractor t^ina can be aaed to mxp&lf remote 
inataiiatloaa. 

1. Aircraft operate yaar-rewrae ia tlie Soviet Arctic and 
ere essential camera, oat witbeut tbe large voia»e of 
bulk cargo©* delivered by tbe barthara bee lleate ia toe 
acMoar siontOa, aa 1st essence of tbe t8M»*a strategic i»~ 
atallatioaa in tbe north would be isardiaaiely expensive* 
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